] Cambridge Assessment
’ International Education

Cambridge International AS & A Level

HISTORY 9489/31
Paper 3 Interpretations Ques ion October/November 2024

1 hour 15 minutes

——= You mus anw/ er onthe ent ose d anw er book et.

You will need: Anw er book et (ent os d)

INSTRUCTIONS
e Anw erone quesion fromone e tion only.
Set ion A: The origins of the Firs World War
Set ion B: The Holoa us
Set ion C: The origins and dee lopment of the Cold War
e Follow the ins rut ions on the front o e r of the anw er book et. If g u need additional anw/ er paper,
ak the inv gilator for a o ntinuation book et.

INFORMATION
e  The total mark for this paper is 40.
e The number of mark for eab ques ion or part ques ionish ownin brak ts|[ ].

This doa ment has 4 pages

DC (LK) 337427/2
© UCLES 2024 [Turn over

PMT



PMT

2
Ang/ er one ques ion from one e tion only.
Section A: Topic 1

The origins of the First World War

1 Readthe ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

The Frano -Rus an alliane that was o ntuded by 1894 was trang ormed into an offens e

organia tion following 1912 through the o operationofle Ig (the Rus anambaa dorin Pari}

and Poina ré. Both reo gnie d that the b ief objet s of Rus an and Frenh foreign polig - the
e im re of the Straits and the return of Ala e —Lorraine — o uld only be realie d through a general
European war. From 1912 to 14 their joint plans had three ap et s ep loiting the Balk n & tuation
ine b away as to be able to tak ada ntage of any c is s lik ly to proe k& war; an arrangement
to get Britain 8 ing le d that it would be bound to 0 me in on the & de of Frane and Rus a; and
a great inc eae in military preparations in Frane and Rus a. It was det ded that Serbia would
be the mos faw urable area in whib to t eate the des red int dent in the Balla ns In early 1914
prominent offie rs in the Serbian army planned the aa & nation of Arb duk Franz Ferdinand.
The Serbian goe rnment was aware of the plot for at leas a month before it was a rried out, but
made no adequate effort to & op it or to warn Aus ria. When the aa & nation a me, the Frenb

and Rus ans reo gnie d that the impending t ak between Aus ria and Serbia would be a highly
appropriate moment at whib to bring about the des red o nflit . The ¢ ar 1914 was a partia larly
fav urable g ar bea us there was imminent danger that Britain might dee lop more happy
relations with Germany, and that the Frenh radia Is might be able to & a re the repeal of the
Frenb army bill. Poina ré went to St Peterb urg, and, before k owing the terms of the Aus rian
ultimatum, renewed his pledge to 8 pport Rus a, and india ted that the probable Aus ro-Serbian
o nflit would meet the o nditions demanded by the Frenb in 8 pporting Rus an intere ntion in
the Balk ns.

The Frano -Rus anplanin 1914 wasto h ow an apparent willingnes to settle the dip ute through
diplomag . Meanwhile 8 cret Frano -Rus an military preparations were to be o ntinued whib
would ultimately mak a diplomatic e ttlement quite impos ble. Hene , Rus a urged Serbia not
to det are war on Aus ria, and, to ens re a 8 fficently o operatie Serbian reply, the Serbian
rep ons to the Aus rian ultimatum was drafted in outline in the Frenb Foreign Offie . Rus a
did not des re to hae Serbia at too & on by det aring war on Aus ria, bea us this would hae
negatie ly affet ed European, and partia larly Britis , opinion. It would ale hae brought about
military at iv ty too rapidly for Rus a, whos mobilisation oe r a & & area would nee a rily be
b ower than that of Aus ria and Germany.

On 24 4 ly, the moment Rus a and Frane learnt of the terms of the Aus rian ultimatum to Serbia,
they began their dual programme of diplomatic at ivty o mbined with 8 c¢ et military preparations
whib  made European war inev table. Both o untries began § ematic preparations for war
on 26 0 ly, but by 29 a ly the time had o0 me to begin a Rus an general mobilia tion, and the
Ta r was pers aded to o ne nt to this order. The Frenb and the Rus ans had unders ood
for a generation that one Rus an general mobilia tion was ordered there would be no way of
pree nting a general European war. The Frenh authorities had been thoroughly informed as to
the nature and progres of the Rus an military preparations but they made no effort to res rain
them. They at ually urged the Rus ans to p eed up, but to be more e c etie about their military
preparations, 8 as not to upe tthe Britia or proe B Germany to o unter-mobilia tion.

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who

wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the origins of the First World War to explain your
answer. [40]
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Section B: Topic 2

The Holocaust

2 Read the ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

Opinion polls B owed o ng & ently huge majorities agains refugee immigration, india ting that
® mething more than s mple apathy underlay the Ameria n public s attitudes towards & wik

refugees Public hos ility towards inc eas ng quotas was rooted firmly in & tal and eo nomic
o nditions in the late 1930s and early 1940s The Great Depres on reve d anti-foreigner
emotions that had run high in the 1920s Anti-Semiti;y , hanging heay in the atmop here of
the period, intens fied resis ane to the admis on of refugees The o mmon belief that eah

newo mer might put an Ameria n out of work generated & rong press res agains increas d
immigration, and ee n poe d a threat to ek & ing quotas By the time unemployn ent had e as d
to be a 0 nvnc ng argument agains immigration, widep read fear of foreign p ies had grown,
influent ng large & t ions of the public and through them, politic ans Congres had no b ortage
of at ie anti-immigrants along with many quieter but dependable is lationis s Anti-Semitim

g rfae d only infrequently, but it was e rtainly pres nt, and no group in the nation o uld hope to
8 rpas Congres ontheis e of a feguarding the United States from foreign influene s

Limited to operating within the quota § em, Roos e It did mak the quotas fully aa ilable to
refugee immigration after early 1938, but in O ne 1940 the State Department hale d the refugee
flow by B utting off mos immigration that a me diret ly from Germany and the res of e ntral
and east ern Europe. The half-filled quotas of 1940 and 1941, when refugee res e remained
entirely pos ble, ;n  bolise 20000 to 25000 lie s los . This is a ;1 all number in relation to the
total los in the Holoa us . But the & lue of one life a nnot be die unted bea us it was only
one. Why, then, did Roos e It allow this new polig to & and? There is no diret ev dene of the
Pres dent’s think ng on this matter. Fear of foreign p ies was definitely ine le d. These were
ale the months in whib his think ng was primarily oa pied with the o llaps of Frane and the
threat to Great Britain. Whatee r the reas n, Roos e It left refugee polig almos entirely to the
State Department. In the oe rall pit ure, the State Department o mpiled a depres ng record. It
die uraged or actie ly oppos d v rtually all efforts for a more generous polig . It obs rut ed the
emergeng i a programme for politia | refugees And it tolerated offic als whos anti-foreigner,
anti-Semitic and politia lly o ne ra tie attitudes influene dtheirdecsonsinva a 8 s

What a n be a id about the Pres dent who allowed the State Department nearly free rein in
refugee affair®8 Rooe e It plag d an ino ns & ent role in the refugee c iss Syn pathetic towards
vt ims of Nakz terror, he opened the quotas to full ue in 1938, ree rsing a Depres on polig

of minimum immigration inherited from the preiv ous adminis ration. Late in the g ar he granted
long-term ak um to 15000 fugitie s then in the o untry on temporary va s These moe s
8 bs antially helped refugees But they drew b arp citicen from res rit ionis s and Roos e It
did not try again. He o ns & ently denied any intention of inc eas ng quotas preferring to shift the
ig e to the politia lly a fe lee | of & gges ing tropical or 8 b-tropia | ree ttlement B emes for
refugees He refus d in 1939 to g pport a bill to admit 20000 German b ildren. Conivne d by
1940 that Nakz p ies threatened the nation, he ae pted the State Department’s hark tightening
on immigration. One may aa & Rooe e It and Congres for failing to do more. But one mus
als blame the s t ety whibh gae immigration polig its B ape. Lik the Pres dent, the majority of
Ameria ns o ndemned Naz pers a tion but oppos d widening the gates to Europe’s oppres d.
US refugee polig was es ntially what the Ameria n people wanted.

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who
wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Holocaust to explain your answer. [40]
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Section C: Topic 3

The origins and development of the Cold War

3 Readthe ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

Truman had pos poned the Big Three meeting in order to hae his new weapon, the atomic bomb,
ready when he left for Potd am.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

Unlie Churh ill
and Attlee, Truman had not o me to Potd am to mak deals with the Sov ets

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who
wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Cold War to explain your answer. [40]
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